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COLONIALISM: IN 1492 COLUMBUS SAILED THE 
OCEANéRED



William Hodges,

Tahiti Revisited,

1776



Joshua Reynolds,

Omai, 

1776



Anne-Louis Girodet,

Portrait of J. B. Belley,

Deputyfor Saint-

Domingue,

1797



Napoléon 
BONAPARTE

Å1798 ïInvades Egypt (then part of the Ottoman Empire)

ÅJune: Takes control of Alexandria

ÅJuly 3: Fights ñBattle of the Pyramidsò with the Mamlukarmy.
ÅMamluks are óinô the Ottoman empire, but were also fighting for independence; 

ÅDespite their being fearsome warriors, the French defeat them easily because of technological 
asymmetry.

Lejeune,

The Battle of the 

Pyramids, 21 July 1798

1808



Napoléon 
BONAPARTE

ÅGreat Britain, whom France was 
at war with, destroys the 
Napoleonôs fleet, leaving him 
stranded in Egypt for over a year.

ÅAround 160 scholars accompany 
the so-called ñArmy of the 
Orientò  to document Egypt.

ÅMany artifacts plundered, 
including the óRosetta Stoneô.

ÅUpon return to France the 
research and material compiled 
by the invasion was published in 
a multi-volume compendium 
called The Description of Egypt.

Guerin,

Uprising in Cairo

1806



Napoléon 
BONAPARTE

ÅAugust 1799: 
Napoleon sets sail 
back to France, 
leaving behind more 
than 30,000 
soldiers.

ÅNB quote: ñThe true 
conquests, the ones 
that leave no regret 
are the ones that 
have been wrested 
from ignoranceòA.-J. Gros,

Battle of the Pyramids, 1810



A.-J. 
GROS

Gros,

Bonaparte Visiting the 

Plague House at Jaffa

1806



Plate from 

Description of Egypt,

óRoyal Editionô 

1820s (originally 

Published 1809)



Plate from 

Description of Egypt,

óRoyal Editionô 

1820s



Plate from 

Description of Egypt,

óRoyal Editionô 

1820s



Plate from 

Description of Egypt,

óRoyal Editionô 

1820s



Plate from 

Description of Egypt,

óRoyal Editionô 

1820s



The óRosetta Stoneô,

Stele containing Ancient Egyptian

hieroglyphs, as well as Demotic 

Egyptian, and Hellenistic 

Greek scripts

196 BCE

Taken by Napoléon in 1799,

housed in the British Museum since

1802



http://www.leeholmes.com/rosetta_stone/

http://www.leeholmes.com/rosetta_stone/


THE EMPIRE STYLE



Napoleonôs Thrown Room 

at Fountainbleau



BerthaultJos®phineôs

bedroom at The Château 

de Malmaison,

ca. 1810



Berthault

Jos®phineôsbedroom at 

The Château de Malmaison,

ca. 1810



Berthault

Jos®phineôsbedroom at 

The Château de Malmaison,

ca. 1810



Room at the Château de Malmaison,


