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Napoléon BONAPARTE

Å1767-1821

ÅBorn in Corsica

ÅBecame Ruler of the French Empire, 
which to a large extent was made 
through invasions of territories in 
Europe, but also in Africa, the 
Carribean and elsewhere where 
peoples were colonized.

ÅOften seen as one of the most 
important historical figures of 
European modernity and in world 
history, in terms of the impact his 
policies and imperialism have had 
on the world.



Napol®on BONAPARTE

ÅEarly life: Sent to military school 
in France as a child

ÅApprenticed as a soldier in his 
teens.

ÅParticipates in the military of the 
FR 



Napoléon BONAPARTE

ÅMade Brigadier General of the 
Interior during the Reign of Terror 
(after he fired cannons on French 
citizens rebelling against the 
revolution)

ÅAfter becoming established in the 
French Military, goes back to 
Corsica to start a political career

Philippoteaux,

Lieutenant-Colonel Napoleon 

1835



Napoléon BONAPARTE

ÅFinds conflict with his Corsican 
hero, republican Pasquale Paoli 
(leader of the resistance to the 
Genoese and French) in Corsica. 

ÅDeath sentence issued by Paoli, 
Bonaparte family forced to flee to 
France

ÅDecides then to make his name in 
the French Military



Napoléon BONAPARTE

ÅFights and wins in the Toulon in 
southern France (1793)
ÅPromoted up the ranks quite quickly

ÅThen fights Austria in Italy (1797)
ÅCreating propaganda in paintings 
and newspapers about his military 
exploits of which he even wrote 
articles anonymously himself

ÅTakes many works of the Italian 
masters back to France 
(Michelangelo, Titian, etc.)

Gros,

Bonaparte on the Bridge at Arcole, 1796

1801



Napoléon 
BONAPARTE

Å1798 ïInvades Egypt (then part of the Ottoman Empire)

ÅJune: Takes control of Alexandria

ÅJuly 3: Fights ñBattle of the Pyramidsò with the Mamluk army.
ÅMamluks are óinô the Ottoman empire, but were also fighting for independence; 

ÅDespite their being fearsome warriors, the French defeat them easily because of technological 
asymmetry.

Lejeune,

The Battle of the 

Pyramids, 21 July 1798

1808



Napoléon 
BONAPARTE

ÅGreat Britain, whom France was 
at war with, destroys the 
Napoleonôs fleet, leaving him 
stranded in Egypt for over a year.

ÅAround 160 scholars accompany 
the so-called ñArmy of the 
Orientò  to document Egypt.

ÅMany artifacts plundered, 
including the óRosetta Stoneô.

ÅUpon return to France the 
research and material compiled 
by the invasion was published in 
a multi-volume compendium 
called The Description of Egypt.Guerin,

Uprising in Cairo

1806



Napol®on 
BONAPARTE

ÅAugust 1799: 
Napoleon sets sail 
back to France, 
leaving behind more 
than 30,000 
soldiers.

ÅNB quote: ñThe true 
conquests, the ones 
that leave no regret 
are the ones that 
have been wrested 
from ignoranceò



Napoléon 
BONAPARTE

Å1799 ïNapoleon, first attempts 
a parliamentary coup with the 
likes of E. J. Sieyès, then 
Member of the Directory.

ÅAfter this fails due to his own 
impatience, his troops are 
convinced by NBôs brother 
Lucien to storm the 
parliamentary building, 
effectively inaugurating a 
military coup.

Bouchot,

Napoleon Bonaparte in the coup d'®tatof 18 

Brumairein Saint-Cloud

1840



Napoléon 
BONAPARTE

ÅThis leads to their storming of 
the building and the dissolution 
of the Directory. 

ÅA new provisional government 
is put into place with three 
Consuls. 

ÅWithin weeks Bonaparte has 
taken charge, re-written the 
constitution, and pronounced 
himself First Consul.

ÅMaking him the undisputed 
leader of France and the age of 
30. 



Napoléon 
BONAPARTE

He said:
ñThe Revolution is 
over. I am the 
Revolutionò 

ÅEchoing Louis XIV. 



Napol®on BONAPARTE

Å1800-02 ïNB wins famous 
victories in Europe.

ÅCrosses the Alps

ÅGains, through force, a provisional 
and un-lasting peace in Western 
Europe for the first time in a 
decade.



Napoléon BONAPARTE

Å1802 ïamends constitution again, 
making him First Consul for life, 
at the age of 33, he is the effective 
Dictator over all French 
Government

ÅSetts about reforming government 
structure and embarking on wide 
scale public works projects:



Napoléon 
BONAPARTE

ÅRoads, parks, bridges, 
water works, monuments

ÅLegal, political, and 
economic reforms
ÅCentralized government

ÅSystem of primary public 
education (lycées)

ÅEstablished the Central 
Bank of France

ÅAnd Developed the Civil 
Code (also known as the 
Napoleonic code)



Napoléon BONAPARTE

ÅSigns the óConcordat of 1801ô 
with the Catholic Pope, making 
Catholicism the ópreferredô 
religion

ÅNB: ñReligion is excellent stuff 
for keeping common people quietò

Ingres, 

Portrait of First Consul Bonaparte

1803



Napoléon BONAPARTE

ÅSince France was in control of 
many parts of western Europe at 
the time, this has the effect of 
liberalizing much of Europe 
(including Switzerland, Germany, 
and Italy)

ÅThe Napoleonic code has 
influenced the legal systems of 
over 70 nations.

Ingres, 

Portrait of First Consul Bonaparte

1803



Napoléon 
BONAPARTE

Å1803 ïTensions 
between GB and 
France remain; 
GB eventually 
declares war

Å1804 ïCrowns 
himself Emperor 
of France, brings 
the Pope from 
Italy to give 
legitimacy to the 
coronation



Napoléon BONAPARTE

Å1804-1814 ïfought wars across 
Europe and elsewhere, including 
in Netherlands, Spain, Portugal, 
Austria, Belgium, Prussia, and 
Russia. 

Å1810-1811: Divorced Josephine 
and married Duchess Marie-
Louise of Austria who has his son.

David,

The Emperor Napoleon in His Study at the Tuileries

1812



Napoléon BONAPARTE

Å1814 ïLuck runs out: 

ÅForced abdication of Napoléon, by 
a coalition consisting of almost all 
of Europe. óExiledô to the Island of 
Elba, where he is placed as 
óEmperorô.



Napol®on BONAPARTE

Å1815 ïñHundred Daysò: NB escapes 
exile and heads back to France. 
Again becomes Emperor. 
ÅEncounters the 5th Regiment and 

bringing it back under his command
ÅGalvanizes support on the way back to 

Paris

ÅDec 1815 ïIn less than a year, 
Exiled to the Atlantic island of St. 
Helena, where he remained until his 
death in 1821.

Delaroche,

Napol®onBonaparte Abdicated in Fontainebleau, 

1845



1. PUBLIC ARTEFACTS AND 
MATERIAL CULTURE

MONUMENTS AND MONUMENTS 
AND MONUMENTS AND AND 
MONUMENTSéUGH







Gondouinand Lep̄re,

Vend¹meColumn

1810

Trajanôs Column

CE 107-113



Arc de Triomphe

Begun 1806, 

finished 1833-36



Plate from 

Description of Egypt,

óRoyal Editionô 

1820s



Plate from 

Description of Egypt,

óRoyal Editionô 

1820s



Plate from 

Description of Egypt,

óRoyal Editionô 

1820s



Plate from 

Description of Egypt,

óRoyal Editionô 

1820s



Plate from 

Description of Egypt,

óRoyal Editionô 

1820s



The óRosetta Stoneô,

Stele containing Ancient Egyptian

hieroglyphs, as well as Demotic 

Egyptian, and Hellenistic 

Greek scripts

196 BCE

Taken by Napol®on in 1799,

housed in the British Museum since

1802



http://www.leeholmes.com/rosetta_stone/

http://www.leeholmes.com/rosetta_stone/


2. THE EMPIRE STYLE, THE 
PROPAGANDA MACHINE 
CONTINUES

PORTRAITS AND BATTLES AND 
DÉCOR AND PORTRAITS AND 
BATTLESéUGH 2



Napoleonôs Thrown Room 

at Fountainbleau



Berthault

Jos®phineôsbedroom at 

The Ch©teau de Malmaison,

ca. 1810



Berthault

Jos®phineôsbedroom at 

The Château de Malmaison,

ca. 1810


