
AHIS 3902 ASSIGNMENT SHEET: 
FINAL ESSAY AND PRESENTATION 

 
 
 
Final Presentation 
 

Requirements 

• DUE DATES: Slide due Apr. 6; Presentation due Apr. 20 

• Slide: 

o Each student will submit one slide to me by April 6th (you can put multiple 

images on a slide.) 

o Slide must be submitted in either PDF or JPEG image formats on Brightspace. 

o Must include an image at least one relevant artwork. 

• Presentation: 

o Each student will give a presentation on the last day of class (Apr. 20). 

o This is a short format public presentation, in which you present your essay to the 

class in miniature. It will explain your thesis and show how it works with the 

material assembled in your essay. It must include reference to at least one 

artwork. 

o I should be 5 minutes in length, no more or less. 

o It will be automatically timed, and randomly generated. When your slide appears 

it will be your turn, when it disappears, it is the next person’s turn. 

o Have fun with it! This is supposed to be a light-hearted intellectual exercise and a 

chance to share your work as a group. 

 
 
Final Essay: Delimitation and Requirements  
 
Requirements 

• DUE DATE: April 20th 

• Length: 1700-2300 words (not counting titles and bibliography) 

• File type: Word doc or PDF. No other file type will be excepted. 

• Research:  

o Minimum of 5 sources (minimum 3 outside sources) 

o All sources must be academic, scholarly sources (published books or academic 

journal articles); Khan Academy, Wikipedia, and Course Lectures will not be 

accepted as genuine sources. 

o Each source must be cited within the essay using explicit reference to the relevant 

page number(s) in the source. If it isn’t cited, or isn’t cited properly, it will not 

count. 

• Reference and Citation: 

o Complete, correct, consistent references to sources should be made in either 

Chicago or MLA styles. This includes citation as well as bibliography. In-text 

citations, as well as footnotes or endnotes are acceptable. 

o Info on Citation and Style can be found here: 

M. Curtis Allen
CANCELLED

M. Curtis Allen
CANCELLED

M. Curtis Allen
CANCELLED

M. Curtis Allen
CANCELLED

M. Curtis Allen
STILL DUE



• MLA: 
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/mla_style/mla_formatting_and_sty

le_guide/mla_formatting_and_style_guide.html 

• Chicago: 
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/chicago_manual_17th_edition/cmo

s_formatting_and_style_guide/general_format.html 

 
 

Delimitation 
 
The final essay is a scholarly essay on a topic of your choice, so long as it conforms to the range 

of material appropriate to the course. Your topic should focus on the art history and/or the 

political, social, theoretical history of 19th Century France. It must discuss at least two 

relevant works of art in substantial ways. Generally, any topic dealing with the political and/or 

artistic environment in 19th century France is relevant. It does not include works from the 18th 

century or 20th century unless as they are explicitly approved by me in advance or already 

covered in the course. If a work outside the 19th century or outside France is not relevant to 

something already covered, it will likely not be acceptable to use.  

 

Potential topics include: French Revolutions (1789, 1830, 1848, 1871), Neo-classicism, 

Romanticism, Realism, Symbolism, Impressionism, Post-impressionism, Art Nouveau, early 

Modernism, 19th century history painting, genre painting, landscape, architecture, sculpture, 

photography, print culture, fashion, 19th century allegory and iconography (Political, 

mythological, etc.), propaganda, monumental art, colonial 19th France, orientalism, socialism, 

communism, anarchism, science and art in the French 19th c, gender roles in 19th c French society 

and art, homoeroticism in 19th c French society and art, etc. Many of these can be combined in 

unique ways. 

 

The essay should have a clear internal and independent structure. It should be motived by a 

claim, a thesis. The structure of the essay is then dictated by the development of the argument for 

the thesis. This development can take many forms, but a common form is the following: 

Introduction, Body, and Conclusion.  

The purpose of an Introduction is to state the thesis of the paper, to introduce a problem 

or thematic the thesis deals with, to tell us what the approach to the problem will be, and to 

briefly summarize the structure of the essay itself. The Introduction should also tell us how the 

argument of the essay handles the problem or thematic, and therefore should foreshadow the 

conclusion. 

The Body section is the main portion of the work. It elaborates the argument and should 

be broken down into subsections which each deal with different parts of the argument. The 

structure of the Body itself can take many forms, but it should include an examination of the 

problem or thematic where necessary, information about relevant context, relevant analysis of 

text and artwork, and argument(s) combining the analysis and the context with the premises of 

the themes and problems 

The Conclusion should use the evidence and argument(s) marshalled in the Body to 

forcefully demonstrate your thesis. It can sometimes be helpful to recapitulate the main features 

of the body before making your conclusion. However, be aware that there is a danger of 
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redundancy here, so any recapitulation should be given the utmost attention and subjected to 

editorial criticism. Parsimony is always advisable over prolix. 

 

General advice: If you do not outline your work (both before and as you write), the structure of 

the essay will be less clear to you and your reader, or the essay will lack real structure of its own. 

 

Do not rely on recapitulating the proceeding of your research as the structure of your essay. This 

means avoiding ‘walking through’ your research in your own essay by simply summarizing it, 

and relying on that summary for structure. This is what the précises are for, to a degree, but not 

essays. Do look at other essays in relevant fields to see how they tackle the issue of form: how 

they introduce topics and break up sections, how they start and end paragraphs, etc. More info on 

essay writing can be found here: https://writingcenter.fas.harvard.edu/pages/essay-structure 

https://writingcenter.fas.harvard.edu/pages/essay-structure

